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Enclosed is a copy from the Congressional
seord of Senate Resolution 204, submitted on
Jeptemser 25, 1963 by Senator Ribicoff {for
1.1~gelf and others), which expreases the sense
of the Senate that Soviet persecution of Jews
and 211 other persons be sondemned, '

zven though this resolution ‘is astill being

.11 at the deak for additional sponaors, the o

-t ttee would appreclate having comments on
<+ fpsm the Central Intelligence Ageney.

Sincerely yours,

3. W, Palbright -
‘Chlirman :
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- for religlous purposes.

17036
SOVIET PERSECUTION OF JEWS
AND OTHER PERSONS

Mr. RIBICOFF. Mr. President, to-
day—the day after the U.S. Senate gave
its advice and consent to the lmited
nuclear test ban treaty—the world looks
with renewed strength and spirit toward
the prospect of peace.

It locks with renewed strength and
spirit toward the day when all men will
¢njoy the basic freedoma. -

Yet even today, as we look and work
toward this goal, freedom of religion is
trampled by one of the principal parties
to a treaty that has given new hope to
the world.

In the Soviet Union the free exercise
of relizion in any meaningful sense has
been denled to everyone. All religions
exist precariously, to say the least, in an
officially antireligious atmosphers. But
in a varicty of fundamental ways, Juda-
iam i3 subject to unique discriminstion.
Today the chief victims of religious per-
secution are the Jews.

The proposed execution of a Jewish
rabbi for an alleged economic crime is
only the latest in a long series of acts
that provide us with tragic and abun-
dant evidence of outright persecution.

Soviet law makes anti-Semitism »a
crime in Russia. Yet in Russia the Jew
is branded as a Jew. On his domestic
passport is stamped the word “Jewish”
that identifies his nationality.

But while he has a nationality and
secondarily. in Russia a religion, he has
none of the rights of other nationalities
and cultural groups. His ways of wor-
ship are severely limited His syna-
Rogues are shut down, he is denied burial
in the consecrated ground of Jewizh
cemeteries.

Other religlous groups are allowed
publishing facilities., central governing
bodies, and religious objects. But the
Jew has no relizious articles-like the
prayer shawl or phylacteries. He is
permitted no publication facilities and
no publications. No Hebrew Bible has
been published for Jews since 1917. The
study of Hebrew has been outlawed, even
He has no cen-
tral organization or nationwide federa-
tion as do other major faiths. 8o he has
no voice or way of bolstering and serving
his faith.

There i3 one synagogue and one rabbi
in the Soviet Union for each 15,000 or
16.000 .tewish believers. And though
one veshiva—or rabbinical academy—
was establlshed In 1957, it has been
transformed by restrictions into an
empty shell. This year there were only
four students left. Obviously, there will
be no way of replacing the rabbls now
serving Jews in Ruasia—end most of
them are tn thelr seventles or eighties.

There are 3 million Russian Jews. And
if they are not being slaughtered in mass
porroms, as they once were In Russis,
and as they were in the ovens of the
Nazi concentration campa, they are being
slowly strangled. They are enjoying
none of the gradually increasing free-
doms of the Soviet society.

Chalrman Khrushchev has labeled re-
ports of anti-Jewish persecution as “a
profound delusfon.” But is it a delusion
when in the last 2 years st least 83 Jews

have been executed out of s total of 140
people condemned for alleged sconomic
offenses? 1Is it a delusion when reputa-
ble reporters tell us of arrests, trials, and
executions—of mass trials in many cities
that have been markedly antl-Jewish?
Is 1t a delusion when kosher butcher
shops are closed and elderly Jews are put
in prison for baking matzoth or un-
leavened bread In their own homes and
selling it for the Passover holidays?

‘To put an end to the special qualities
of the Jew—t0 stymie him if he seeks
expression of his religious faith—to bully
him and harass him until he gives up
the religious heritage of the senturies—
thess are ths ends officially sought by
the Government of the Soviet Unton.

The facts are most clearly stated in a
scholarly article by Moshe Decter pub-
lished In the distinguished quarterly re-
view Foreign Affairs this past January,
which I shall ask unanimous consent,
Mr. President, to have printed in the
Recorp at the conclusion of my remarks.
The Jews are the only nationality de-
prived of the basic cultural rights ac-
corded to all others in the UBSR.

The Jew has no Jewish books or pe-
riodical. He has no theater, though the
Yiddish theater was once considered o
matter of Soviet pride. He is villified
in the rigidly controlled Boviet press:
anti-Jewigsh sentiments and stereotypes
are built up, especially in the provincial
press.

Most tmportantly, perhaps, he is cut
off from the outalde world. He has been
warned: “Beware of forelgners.” And
of course, he cannot emigrate—cannot
leave to seek his freedom elsewhere.

It is time that the free peoples of the
world expreased their conscience about
the persecution of the Jews in the Soviet
Union. It is time we in the Senate speak
up—on behalf of the free peoples of the
United States. .

The world has learned from bitter ex-
perience of the dangers of persecution
of the Jews. We have learned that it is
& symptom of a greater sickness. A
symptom, though it hurts the sufferer,
is not felt by others until the sickness
spreads.

Let us try to curb this sickness before
it spreads. Let us join together to de-
mand that the Boviet Union eurb her
persecution of the Jews.

Let us say to her:

I the world 18 to have new hope, If the
cold war is to easc. let the first thaw occur
In the icy indifference you have shown to
the plaintive criss of thoss within your
borders who seex an end to religlous persecu-
tion.

Mr. Preatdent, I therefore submit, for
appropriate reference, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that
Soviet persecution of Jewa and all other
persons be condemned. I submit this
resolution for Senators ALLOTT, ANDER-
SON, BARTLETT, BarYH, BraLL, Boocas,
Bazwartzz, Bumdicx, Cawwon, Caax,

CHURCH, CLarx, Coorra, Corron, Doop, .

DoMinNicx, DovaLas, EpMONDSON, GoLD-
WATER, GRUENING, Hasr, Hantxz, Hot-
LaND, HuMPHREY, INOUYE, Jacksow,
Javirs, Jorpax of Idaho, KeaTrwg, Ken-
Wy, Kucuel, Lauscuz, MaoNUsON, Mc-
CArTHY, McGovean, McINTYRE, McC-
Namama, Mrercarr, MowroNxY, Moassk,
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MorTtoN, Moss, MuxpT, Neisow, Ni. -
BERGER, PASTORX, PELL, Proxaarr, Rar -
DOLPH, BALTONSTALL, BCOTT, BIMFP30-
SMATHERS, SYMINaTON, ‘THURMON,
TowER, WALTERS, WILLIAMS ©f New
Jersey, Yarsorouven, and Youna of Ohlo.
and myself, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be printed at this
point in the Racore, that i1t remain on
the table for 10 days, and that there be
printed in the Rzoomp, at this point an
article from the January, 1963, issue of
Foreign Affairs, entitled “The Btatus of
the Jews {n the Boviet Union” by Moshe
Decter and an article from the June 186,
1982, issue of the Saturday Evening Post,
entitled “The Kremlin's Persection of
Jews” by Rowland Evans, Jr.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resoiu-
tion will be received and apbropriatelv
referred; and, without objection, the
resolution will e on the table, as re-
Quested, and be printed in the Rzcoar,
along with the articles mentioned.

he resolution (8. Res. 204) wab re-
ferred to the Committee on Poreign Re-
lations, as follows:

Wheroas the Benate of the United States
deeply believes In fresdom of religion for ail
people and is opposed to infringement of
this freedom anywhere ia the world; and

Whereas abundant evidence has made
clear that the Cuvernment of she Soviet

by oconflecating
synagogues, by olosing Jewish cemeteries. LY
arresting rabbis and lay religious leadery, by
ourtalling religious obesrvances, by disorim-
inating agalnst Jewe in cultural astivities
aAnd access to higher sducation, by impoaing
restrictions that prevemt the reaniting v
Jews with their familes in other iands. anc
by other aots that oppress Jews In the free
axercise of their faith; and

Whereas the Sovist Unlon hes a ajear op-
portunity to match the words of fta const!-
tutional guarantees of freedom of reiigion
with specific actions so that the world may
know whether there is genwine hope for a
new day of better understanding Mnong all
peopie. Now, therefore, be it '

Resolved by the Senate, That it 19 the sense
of ithe Senate that persecution of any per-
sons because of their religion by the Borviet
Union be condemned, and that the Boviet
Union in the name of decency and humanity

offenses, and fully permait #he free exarcies
of religion and the pursuit of cuwlture by
Jows and all others within s bordegs.

The articles presented by Mr. Risicory
are as follows:
|Prom PMoreign Affairs magasine, January

1963}
THE STATUS OF THE JEWS IN TRE SovieT UNn1on
(By Moshe Decter)

During the past quarter-century, enlight-
ened public opintom throughout the world
haa become keenly sensibive to the treatmen:
of minorities as 8 barometer of moral de-
cency and soclal asnity. The awegeme ex-
periencea of this psriod have drawn particu-
lar attention to the »: and actual poat -
Uon of the Jewlah minority. In this light
the status of the Jews in the Bovist Unlon
warrants special concern.

The situstion of Soviet Jews can %o com-
prehended primarily withia the framewark of
Boviet nationalities policy. That policy, as
reflected in Communist Party directives, the
Soviet Constitution, and public law, is based
on the Keological aoosptance of the concept
of national self-determination and on the
legal recognition of the right of all mationals-
ties within Soviet borders t0 cultural free-
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Remarks:

Attached is a letter from Fulbright to the
DCI asking for comment on S. Res. 204
containing Soviet persecution of Jews. In this
case I believe it appropriate a written response
be prepared for the Director's signature.
Possibly our answer would be restricted to
what we know about Soviet persecution without
expressing a view on the resolution as such.

Suspense: Friday - 4 QOct 63

John S. Warner

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

Legislative Counsel
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